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Petrolia ISD

Student Handbook
Acknowledgement Form

2011-2012

The Petrolia Independent School District Board of Trustees approved the Student
Handbook and the Student Code of Conduct in order to promote a safe and
orderly learning environment for all students. We urge you to read this
publication thoroughly and to discuss the guidelines set forth with your family. If
you have any guestions about the rules and/or consequences, we encourage you
to ask for an explanation from your
campus administrator.

My child and | have been offered the option to receive a paper copy or to
electronically access the Petrolia ISD Student Handbook and the Student Code
of Conduct for the 2011-2012 school year.

| have chosen to:
Receive a paper copy of the Student Handbook and Code of Conduct.

Review the electronic copy at http://petroliaisd.org.

My child and | acknowledge that we have reviewed the Petrolia ISD Student
Handbook and the Student Code of Conduct for the 20117 2012 school year, and
that we are responsible for reading the rules and guidelines set forth in the
handbook. We understand that the handbook contains information that my child
and | may need during the school year, and that all students will be held
accountable for their behavior and will be subject to the disciplinary
consequences outlined in the Student Code of Conduct. Any questions regarding
this handbook or the Student Code of Conduct, should be directed to the building
principal at 524-3264.

Printed name of student:

Signature of student:

Signature of parent:

Date:
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Petrolia ISD
Directory Information Form

2011-2012

Regarding student records, | understand that the federal Family

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and state law require that
Adirectory informationd on my child be
who follows the procedures for requesting the information unless the parent

or guardian objects to the release of the directory information about the

student. If you do not want Petrolia ISD to disclose directory information

from your c¢hil do sithoatdgaurcpaor writien consent,gpou d s w
must notify the district in writingwi t hi n ten school days of
day of instruction for this school year.
Directory information includes my <child

1. Name, Address, Telephone listing, Date and place of birth,

2. Photograph,

3. Participation in officially recognized activities and sports,

4. Weight and height of members of athletic teams,

5. Dates of attendance,

6. Grade level,

7. Major field of study,

8. Honors and awards received in school,

9. Most recent previous school attended, and
10. E-mail address.

In exercising my right to limit release of this information, | have marked
through the items of directory information listed that | direct the District not
to release without my prior written consent.

Printed Name of Student:

Signature of Student: Date:

Signature of parent: Date:




Petrolia ISD
Directory Information Form

School Sponsored Activity
2011-2012

The district often needs to use student information for the following school-sponsored
purposes: participation in officially recognized activities and sports, including but not
limited to Athletic teams, Band, FFA, FCCLA, NHS, Student Council, Annual Staff, UIL,
Honor Rolls, and Perfect Attendance.

For these specificschool-s ponsored purposes, the district w
name, weight, height, grade, achievements and honors, attendance record, and/or

grades. This information will be released to the public without the consent of the parent

or eligible student.

Unl ess you object to the use of your <chil dods
school will not need to ask your permission each time the district wishes to use this
information for the school-sponsored purposes listed.

For the following school-sponsored purposes, Petrolia ISD has designated the following
information as directory information:

e St udent pWeight anthleeight, Age, photograph,

e Major field of study, Degrees, honors, and awards received

¢ Dates of attendance, Grade level, Most recent school previously attended
e Participation in officially recognized activities and sports

Directory information identified only for limited school-sponsored purposes remains
otherwise confidential and will not be released to the public without the consent of the
parent or eligible student.

Parent: Please check one of the choices below:
|, parent of (

(do give)

(do not give)

the district permission to release the information in this list in response to a request.

Signature of parent: Date:
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Petrolia ISD
Parent 0s Response Regarding Rel eas
Military Recruiters and Institutions of Higher Education

2011-2012

Federal law requires that the district release to military recruiters and
institutions of higher education, upon request, the name, address, and
phone number of secondary school students enrolled in the district, unless
the parent or eligible student directs the district not to release information to
these types of requestors without prior written consent. See Release of
Student Information to Military Recruiters and Institutions of Higher
Education on page 16 for more information.

Parent: Please complete the following only if youdo notwant your chi
information released to a military recruiter or an institution of higher
education without your prior consent.

|, parent of (student)ds name
requests that the District notr el ease my c¢chil dbés name, a
telephone number to a military recruiter or institutions of higher education

upon their request without my prior written consent.

Print name of student:

Signature of student:

Signature of parent:

Date:
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Petrolia ISD
Electronic Communication and Data Management

Student Agreement for Participation in an Electronic
Communication System
2011-2012

. STUDENT

Name Grade
(Please Print)

I have read the Petrolia | SD AElectronic Communic
to abide by its provisions. | understand that violation of these provisions may result in
suspension or revocation of system access.

Student 6s Signatur e Date

1. STUDENTG6S PARENT OR GUARDI AN

| have read the Petrolia ISD electronic communications system policy and administrative

regulations. In consideration for the privilege of using the Petrolia ISD electronic

communications system, and in consideration for having access to the public networks, | hereby

release the District, its operators, and any institutions with which they are affiliated from any and

al | claims and damages of any nature arising from
system, including, without limitation, the type of damage identified in the Petrolia ISD policy and

administrative regulations.

A. | give permission for my child to participatein ALLar eas of tdeetronzi stri ct 6 s
communication system and certify that the information contained on this form is
correct.

B. IDONOTgi ve permission for my child to participe

communication system.

C. Igive LIMITEDper mi ssion for my child to participate
communication system and certify that the information contained on this form is correct.



Please indicate whether or not you give permission for each section by writing yes or no on the
line before each section.

m

Signature of parent:

Date:

My child may participate in doing research and communication activities on the
Internet.

My child may participate in interactive lessons on the Internet.

Email Address of Parent:

My childoés written or artistic work may

My chil dbds picttithree smaiy old & sp wkelbi shhddk.on

My chil dbés name may be published on the

|l give my permission for my childds i ma
(Optional)



Petrolia ISD
Use of Student Work in District Publications

Occasionally, the school district may wish to display or publish student artwork or
speci al projects on the districtbés Web site a
to only use these student projects in this manner.

Parent: Please check one of the choices below:

I, parent of (Printed name of student),

(do give)
(do not give)

the district permission to use my childds art
site and in district publications.

Signature of parent:

Date:
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Petrolia ISD
Textbooks / Technological Equipment

Acknowledgement Form
2011-2012

Textbooks, Instructional Materials, and/or Technological Equipment will be issued by
the school district in order to contribute to the learning process.

Textbooks issued to students must be covered at all times. Textbooks issued to
students enrolled in Grades 7-12 must be kept at home and used as needed for
homework and studying. A classroom set of textbooks is maintained by the school
district for student use in the classroom for grades 7-12; therefore, there is no need for a
textbook issued to a student enrolled in grades 7-12 to be brought to the school. All
textbooks must be returned at the end of the school year, unless the class ends the first
semester. Textbooks used for classes ending the first semester will be returned before
the Christmas Holidays. Each student will be fully responsible for returning the books to
thesc hool i n fAgoodd condition.

Technological equipment such as calculators, iPads, laptops, cameras, and video
equipment will be issued to students in order for the learning process to continue at
home. Each student will be responsible for the care, use, condition, and return of
technological equipment issued to the student.

Each student will be financially responsible for textbooks and/or technological
equipment thatisdamagedor i n Apoor o6 condition.

| have read the Textbook / Technological Equipment policy of Petrolia ISD and fully
understand the expectations and responsibilities that | have for the care and
maintenance of the items that are checked out to me for the school year or semester.

Print name of student:

Signature of student:

Signature of parent:

Date:
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Petrolia Independent School District
Student Insurance
2011-2012

The Petrolia Independent School District will not purchase student
insurance for the 2011-2012 school year because of budgetary
constraints.

The School District does not provide insurance for: playground accidents (falling off the
swing set), accidents in a general Physical Education class (turning an ankle or falling),
a normal classroom setting accident (stapling a finger), etc. The brochure that you have
received will provide the opportunity for you to purchase this type of insurance.

If you are interested in obtaining 24 hour coverage, coverage for your child at school, or
dental insurance, you will need to complete the brochure and send the information to
Texas Monarch Management Corporation. PISD does not handle the individual
insurance for each child nor collect monies for Texas Monarch.

| am not interested in the 24-Hour Accident, At-School Accident,
Extended Dental (Accident Only), Football, or the Student Health
Plan insurance contained in the United HealthCare Insurance
brochure.

| am interested in the coverage and will be dealing with Texas
Monarch on an individual basis

Print name of student:

Signature of student:

Signature of parent:

Date:
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Petrolia ISD
Contact with a Student through Electronic Media

Consent Form
2011-2012

Teachers and other approved employees are permitted by the district to communicate
with students through the use of electronic m
professional responsibilities. For example:

a teacher may set up a social networking page for his or her class that has information
related to class work, homework, and tests. As a parent, you are welcome to join or
become a member of such a page, or

a coach/ sponsor may send out text messages ab
schedule.

An employee may also contact a student individually through electronic media to
communicate about items such as homework or upcoming tests.

If you prefer that your child not receive any one-to-one electronic communications from
a district employee, please submit a written request to the campus principal stating this
preference.

Parent: Please check one of the choices below:

| have read the Contact with a Student through Electronic Media document of Petrolia
ISD, and

(do give)

(do not give)

my consent for a school district approved employee to contact my child through
el ectronic media within the scope of the empl

Print name of student:

Signature of student:

Signature of parent:

Date:
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Petrolia ISD
Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment

Consent Form
2011-2012

Corporal punishmentd spanking or paddling the studentd is an approved discipline

management technique in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and policy
FO(LOCAL) in the di 9stheipality®fdhe gcooblicarporaima n u a |
punishment will never occur until the building principal has communicated with the
student6s parent about the circumstances that
as the discipline technique.

If you do not want corporal punishment to be administered to your child as a method of
student discipline, a signed statement must be provided each year.

You may choose to revoke this request at any time during the year by providing a
signed statement to the campus principal. However, district personnel may choose to
use discipline methods other than corporal punishment even if the parent requests that
this method be used on the student.

Parent: Please check one of the choices below:

| have read the Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment document of Petrolia ISD,
and

(do give)

(do not give)

my consent for the school district to administer Corporal Punishment as an approved
discipline technique.

Signature of parent:

Date:

XiX
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Petrolia ISD
Food/Insect Allergy Authorization Form

2011-2012

Authorization for Epinephrine/Benadryl Administration

Texas State Law requires a written order from an authorized prescriber (MD, DDS, OD,
DO, PA, APRN) and parent/legal guardian/eligible student authorization for both
prescription and non-prescription medications. All medications shall be delivered to the
school by the parent, guardian, eligible student or other responsible adult. The
medication must be stored in the original labeled container as dispensed from the
pharmacy. If your child has no known Food or Insect Allergies, please check the
appropriate box and sign at the bottom of the page.

No Known Food/ Insect Allergies:

Known Food/Insect Allergies:

If student ingests or thinks he/she has ingested the above named food or has been stung by
above named insect, please note desired order(s) by number, and circle desired epinephrine
injector dosage:

Observe patient for symptoms of anaphylaxis**

Administer Benadryl tsp. Swish and swallow

Administer epinephrine before symptoms occur - EpiPen/ 0.15mg. 0.3mg

Administer epinephrine if symptoms occur - EpiPen/0.15mg. 0.3mg

Other Administration Dosage:

9-1-1 will be called for anyone with anaphylactic symptoms or EpiPen administration.

***Symptoms of Anaphylaxis may include: Chest tightness, cough, shortness of breath,
wheezing, tightness in throat, difficulty swallowing, hoarseness, swelling of lips, tongue or
throat, itching mouth or skin, hives or swelling, stomach cramps, vomiting or diarrhea, dizziness
or fainting.

Side Effects and Management:

Special Instructions:

XXi




Student is capable of self-administration, and has been trained in self-administration of the
medi cation in prfer&giPen:ber 6¥%s of f i c blo

I hereby give permission for qualified personnel to administer/my child to self-administer/the

medication on the previous page as ordered by his or her authorized prescriber. | understand

that if my child is authorized for self-administration any misuse of this medication will result in

di sciplinary consequences following the Districto
understand that this medication will be destroyed if it is not picked up within one week following

termination of the order or by the last day of school.

| give permission for the release and exchange of information between the school nurse and
authorized prescriber necessary to ensure the safe administration of such medication.

Printed Name of Student:

Signature of Student: Date:

Signature of parent: Date:
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Petrolia ISD
Amendment Acknowledgement Form

My child and | have received a copy of the Petrolia ISD Student Handbook Amendment #

, dated
Print name of student: Sample_- Do not sign
Signature of student: Sample - Do not sign
Signature of parent: Sample_ - Do not sign

Date:

XXili



Petrolia ISD
Consent/Opt-Out Form

2011-2012

To the Parent(s) of:

The District is required by federal law to notify you and obtain your consent for or denial of (opt-
out) your child to participate in certain school activities. The activities include a student survey,
analysis, or evaluation that concerns one or more of the following eight areas, known as
"protected information surveys."

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student's parent;

Mental or psychological problems of the student or student's family;

Sex behavior or attitudes;

lllegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family relationships;
Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers;
Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents; or

Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility or to receive
financial assistance under such a program.

© N A WDN

This requirement also applies to the collection, disclosure, or use of student information for
marketing purposes ("marketing surveys"), and certain physical exams and screenings.

Following are activities requiring parental notice and consent or opt-out for the 20117 2012
school year. Please note that this notice and authority to consent transfer from the parent to
student when the student reaches 18 or is an emancipated minor under state law.

e Activity: Flu Shots

If you wish to review any survey instrument or instructional material used in connection with any
protected information survey, please submit a request to the building principal. The building
principal will notify you of the time and place where you may review these materials. You have
the right to review a survey and/or instructional materials before the survey is administered to
your child.

Print name of student: Sample - Do not sign
Signature of student: Sample_- Do not sign
Signature of parent: Sample_- Do not sign
Date:
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PREFACE

To Students and Parents:

Welcome to school year 20117 2012! Education is a team effort, and we know
that students, parents, teachers, and other staff members all working together
can make this a wonderfully successful year for our students.

The Petrolia ISD Student Handbook is designed to provide a resource for some
of the basic information that you and your child will need during the school year.
In an effort to make it easier to use, the handbook is divided into three sections:

Section 10 PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIESS with information to
assist you in responding to school-related issues. We encourage you to take
some time to closely review this section of the handbook.

Section 1106 OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND
PARENTS & organized alphabetically by topic for quick access when searching
for information on a specific issue or describing school discipline procedures and
policies, such as parental rights, the dress code, and searches.

Section 11106 STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT® describing methods and options
for managing students in the classroom and on school grounds, disciplining
students, and preventing and intervening in student discipline problems.

Pl ease be aware that the term Athe studentos
parent, legal guardian, or any other person who has agreed to assume school-
related responsibility for a student.

Both students and parents must be familiar with this document, the Petrolia ISD
Student Handbook and Student Code, required by state law and intended to
promote school safety and an atmosphere for learning.

The student handbook is designed to be in harmony with board policy and the
Student Code of Conduct. Please be aware that the handbook is updated yearly,
while policy adoption and revision may occur throughout the year. Changes in
policy that affect student handbook provisions will be made available to students
and parents through emails, newsletters, amendment acknowledgments, and
other communications.

In case of conflict between board policy (including the Student Code of Conduct)
and any provisions of Student Handbook, the provisions of board policy and the
Student Code of Conduct that were most recently adopted by the board are to be
followed.



After reading through the entire handbook with your child(ren), keep this
document as a reference during this school year. If you or your child has
guestions about any of the material in this handbook, please contact a teacher,
the counselor, or the principal.

Al so, please complete and return to your <chi
forms which have also been provided in the forms packet accompanying this
handbook:

1. Parental Acknowledgment Form;
2. Student Directory Information and Release of Student Information Form,;

3. Release of Information to Military Recruiters and Institutions of Higher
Education Forms;

Electronic Communication and Data Management Consent Form;
Use of Student Work in District Publications

Textbook / Technological Equipment Acknowledgement Form;
Student Insurance Form;

Consent for Contact with a Student through Electronic Media

© © N o 0 &

Prohibiting the use of Corporal Punishment

10. Food Allergies

11. Amendment Acknowledgment Form (Sample Form)
12. Consent/Opt-Out Forms (Sample Form);

See Obtaining Information and Protecting Student Rights on page 7 and
Directory Information on page 16 for more information.

Please note that references to policy codes are included so that parents can refer
to current board policy. A copy of the
in the superintendentdds office or onli
http://lwww.tasb.org/policy/pol/private/039903/



NOTICES TO PARENTS

Services for Students with Disabilities

Parents of students with learning difficulties or who may need special education
services may request an evaluation for special education at any time. For more
information, See FB(LOCAL) and FFH(LOCAL) or contact the following building

principal:

Jr/Sr High School Elementary

Wade Wesley Kim Williams

Principal, Jr/Sr High School Principal, Elementary

P.O. Box 176 P.O. Box 176

Petrolia, TX 76377 Petrolia, TX 76377
Telephone: (940) 524-3264 Telephone: (940) 524-3212

Additional Notices
Other important notices in the Student Handbook cover the following topics:

Student participation in a survey, analysis, or evaluation;
Opting out of surveys and data collection activities;

Requesting the professional qualifications of teachers and staff;
Requesting a transfer of your child to a safe public school;
Assistance to students who have learning difficulties;

Student records;

Bacterial meningitis;

Career and technology programs;

Homeless students; and

School lunch programs.

Please take some time to review these notices and other important information
contained in the Student Handbook.



SECTION I: PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

This section of the Petrolia ISD Student Handbook includes information on topics
of particular interest to you as a parent.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
Working Together

Both experience and research tell us that a chil
is good communication and a strong partnership between home and school. Your
involvement in this partnership may include:

o Encouraging your child to put a high priority on education and working with your
child on a daily basis to make the most of the educational opportunities the school
provides.

o Ensuring that your child completes all homework assignments and special projects
and comes to school each day prepared, rested, and ready to learn.

o Becoming familiar with all of your childébés sc
programs, including special programs, offered in the district.

o Discussing with the counselor or principal any questions you may have about the
options and opportunities available to your child.

o Reviewing the requirements of the graduation programs with your child once your
child begins enrolling in courses that earn high school credit.

o Monitor your c¢childbs academic progress and co
Academic Counseling on page 31 and Academic Programs on page 22.

o Attending scheduled conferences and requesting additional conferences as
needed. To schedule a telephone or in-person conference with a teacher,
counselor, or principal, please call the school office at the appropriate building for
an appointment. The teacher will usually return your call or meet with you during
his or her conference period or before or after school. See Report
Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences on page 66.

o Becoming a school volunteer. For further information, see policy GKG and contact
the building principal.

o Participating in campus parent organizations. Parent organizations include:
Athletic Boosters, Band Boosters, and the Parent-Teacher-Community
Organization (PTO).

o Serving as a parent representative on the district-level or campus-level planning
committees assisting in the development of educational goals and plans to improve
student achievement. For further information, see policies at BQA and BQB, and
contact the building principal or the superin

o Serving on the School Health Advisory Council (SHAC), assisting the district in
ensuring local community values are reflected in health education instruction. See
policies BDF, EHAA, FFA and School Health Advisory Council on page 55.

o Attending board meetings to learn more about district operations. See policies BE
and BED for more information.



STUDENT RIGHTS

All students are entitled to the basic rights of citizenship recognized and protected by
law for persons of their age and maturity. District schools shall foster a climate of
mutual respect for the rights of others. Each student is expected to respect the rights
and privileges of other students, teachers, and district staff. Students shall exercise
their rights responsibly in compliance with rules established for the orderly conduct of
thedistrict 6s educational mi ssi on. The districtds r
established to achieve and maintain order in its schools and all school-sponsored
events. Students who violate the rights of others or who violate district or school
rules shall be subject to disciplinary measures designed to correct the misconduct
and to promote adherence by all students to the responsibilities of citizens in the
school community.

Studentsdé responsibilities for achiewing a pos
school-related activities shall include:

e Attending all classes daily and on time.

e Being prepared for each class with appropriate materials and assignments.
e Being properly dressed according to school dress code.

¢ Maintaining appropriate hygiene.

e Exhibiting respect toward others.

e Conducting themselves in a responsible manner.

e Paying required fees and fines, unless they are waived.

e Observing and understanding the student code of conduct.

¢ Obeying all classroom and school rules.

e Exhibiting responsible conduct at school, on school buses, and at all school
functions on or off campus.

e Cooperating with staff in investigation of disciplinary cases and volunteering
information relating to a serious offense.

e Seeking changes in school policies and regulations in an orderly and responsible
manner through appropriate channels.

Students should not:
e Be tardy to class

e Refuse to follow classroom rules

o Refuse to participate in classroom activities or fulfill assignments
¢ Fail to bring appropriate material to class

e Possess and/or use nuisance items

e Eat, drink, or chew gum in an undesignated area

o Disrupt of the orderly classroom process



¢ Run, make excessive noise, or other disruptions in halls, buildings, classrooms,
or other supervised settings

e Cut class or other scheduled activity

e Be truant

e Alter school records or documents, or forgery of a name on school documents
e Have excessive absences or tardies

e Inappropriately engage in acts of familiarity with other students

e Drive recklessly in an automobile

o Fail to report to school personnel the knowledge of an event, device, object, or

substance that could cause bodily harm to individuals in any school setting.

PARENTAL RIGHTS

Throughout this plan, Aparentso includes singl
having lawful responsibility for the student. Parents have the responsibility to:

¢ Make every effort to provide for the physical needs of the student.
e Teach the child to pay attention and obey rules.

e Assure their child attends school regularly and report and explain absences and
tardiness to school personnel. See Compulsory Attendance, page 19.

e Be sure the child is appropriately dressed at school and school-related activities.

e Support school personnel in the enforcement of discipline imposed in accordance
with school policy and the Student Code of Conduct.

o Participate and initiate, as needed, meaningful conferences with school
personnel regarding the childbds progress, be

e Discuss report cards and assignments with the child.

¢ Bring to the attention of school personnel any problem or condition that may
relate to the chibkiljps education or well

e Supply all records required for enrollment.

¢ Maintain up-to-date home, work, and emergency telephone numbers and other
pertinent information.

e Accept responsibility for their child.

o Under Family Code 33.01, a studentbs pare
damage proximately caused by (A) the negligent conduct of the student if
such conduct is reasonably attributable to the negligent failure of the
parent to exercise that duty, or (B) the willful or malicious conduct of the
student who is at least 12 but under 18 years of age.

e Accept responsibility for the payment of fees and the payment or return of
missing school property.

e Control their child.



e Submit a signed statement that they have received and reviewed the Student
Code of Conduct and DMP and that they are knowledgeable of the
responsibilities outlined in the code.

Obtaining Information and Protecting Student Rights

Your child will not be required to participate without parental consent in any
survey, analysis, or evaluationd funded in whole or in part by the U.S.
Department of Educationd that concerns:

o Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student® parent.

e Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student® family.
e Sexual behavior or attitudes.

¢ lllegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior.

e Critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student has a close family
relationship.

¢ Relationships privileged under law, such as relationships with lawyers,
physicians, and ministers.

e Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents.

e Income, except when the information is required by law and will be used to
determine the student® eligibility to participate in a special program or to
receive financial assistance under such a program.

You will be able to inspect the survey or other instrument and any instructional
materials used in connection with such a survey, analysis, or evaluation. For
further information, see policy EF(LEGAL).

AOpting Outo of Surveys and Activities

As a parent, you have a right to receive notice of and deny permission for your
child® participation in:

e Any survey concerning the private information listed above, regardless of
funding.

e School activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal
information gathered from your child for the purpose of marketing or selling
that information.

e Any nonemergency, invasive physical examination or screening required as a
condition of attendance, administered and scheduled by the school in
advance and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the
student. Exceptions are hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any
physical exam or screening permitted or required under state law. See
policies EF and FFAA.



Inspecting Surveys

As a parent, you may inspect a survey created by a third party before the survey
is administered or distributed to your child.

Requesting Professional Qualifications of Teachers and Staff

You may request information regarding the professional qualifications of your
child® teachers, including whether a teacher has met state qualification and
licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher
provides instruction; whether the teacher has an emergency permit or other
provisional status for which state requirements have been waived; and
undergraduate and graduate degree majors, graduate certifications, and the field
of study of the certification or degree. You also have the right to request
information about the qualifications of any paraprofessional who may provide
services to your child.

Reviewing Instructional Materials

As a parent, you have a right to review teaching materials, textbooks, and other
teaching aids and instructional materials used in the curriculum, and to examine
tests that have been administered to your child.

Also see Removing a Student from Human Sexuality Instruction on page 9
for additional information.

Displaying a Student& Artwork and Projects

Teachers may display studentsd work in class
recognition of student achievement. However, i f you do not want yol
artwork, special projects, photographs, and the like to be displayed on the

disti ct 6s Web site, in printed material, by vi

communication, you must notify the principal in writing.

Accessing Student Records
You may review your child® student records. These records include:

e Attendance records,

e Test scores,

e Grades,

e Disciplinary records,

e Counseling records,

e Psychological records,

e Applications for admission,

e Health and immunization information,

e Other medical records,



e Teacher and counselor evaluations,
e Reports of behavioral patterns, and

e State assessment instruments that have been administered to your child.
See Student Records on page 14.

Granting Permission to Video or Audio Record a Student

As a parent, you may grant or deny any written request from the district to make
a video or voice recording of your child. State law, however, permits the school
to make a video or voice recording without parental permission for the following
circumstances:

e When itis to be used for school safety;

e When it relates to classroom instruction or a cocurricular or extracurricular
activity; or

e When it relates to media coverage of the school.

Granting Permission to Receive Parenting and Paternity
Awareness Instruction

As a parent, if your child is under the age of 14, you must grant permission for

your child to receiveinst ructi on i n the districtds parent
program or your child will not be allowed to participate in the instruction. This

program, developed by the Office of the Texas Attorney General and the Texas

State Board of Education (SBOE),isi ncor porated into the distr
education classes.

Removing a Student Temporarily from the Classroom

You may remove your child temporarily from the classroom if an instructional
activity in which your child is scheduled to participate conflicts with your religious
or moral beliefs. The removal cannot be for the purpose of avoiding a test and
may not extend for an entire semester. Further, your child must satisfy grade-
level and graduation requirements as determined by the school and by the Texas
Education Agency.

Removing a Student from Human Sexuality Instruction

As a part of the districtbés curriculum, stud
human sexuality. The School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) is involved with
the selection of course materials for such instruction.



State law requires that any instruction related to human sexuality, sexually
transmitted diseases, or human immunodeficiency virus or acquired immune
deficiency syndrome must:

e Present abstinence from sexual activity as the preferred choice of behavior in
relationship to all sexual activity for unmarried persons of school age;

e Devote more attention to abstinence from sexual activity than to any other
behavior;

¢ Emphasize that abstinence is the only method that is 100 percent effective in
preventing pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and the emotional
trauma associated with adolescent sexual activity;

e Direct adolescents to a standard of behavior in which abstinence from sexual
activity before marriage is the most effective way to prevent pregnancy and
sexually transmitted diseases; and

¢ Ifincluded in the content of the curriculum, teach contraception and condom
use in terms of human use reality rates instead of theoretical laboratory rates.

As a parent, you are entitled to review the curriculum materials. In addition, you

may remove your child from any part of this instruction with no academic,

disciplinary, or other penalties. You may also choose to become more involved

with the development of curriculum used for this purpose by becoming a member

of the districtdés SHAC. Pl ease see the camgp
information.

Excusing a Student from Reciting the Pledges to the U.S. and
Texas Flags

As a parent, you may request that your child be excused from participation in the
daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag and the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas flag. The request must be in writing. State law
does not allow your child to be excused from participation in the required minute
of silence or silent activity that follows. See Pledges of Allegiance and a
Minute of Silence on page 63 and policy EC(LEGAL).

Excusing a Student from Reciting a Portion of the Declaration of
Independence

You may request that your child be excused from recitation of a portion of the
Declaration of Independence. State law requires students in social studies
classes in grades 3i 12 to recite a portion of the text of the Declaration of
Independence during Celebrate Freedom Week unless (1) you provide a written
statement requesting that your child be excused, (2) the district determines that
your child has a conscientious objection to the recitation, or (3) you are a
representative of a foreign government to whom the United States government
extends diplomatic immunity. See policy EHBK(LEGAL).
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Requesting Limited or No Contact with a Student through
Electronic Media

Teachers and other approved employees are permitted by the district to

communicate with students through the use of electronic media within the scope

of the individual s professional responsi bil
up a social networking page for his or her class that has information related to

class work, homework, and tests. As a parent, you are welcome to join or

become a member of such a page.

An employee described above may also contact a student individually through
electronic media to communicate about items such as homework or upcoming
tests.

If you prefer that your child not receive any one-to-one electronic
communications from a district employee, please submit a written request to the
campus principal stating this preference.

Requesting Notices of Certain Student Misconduct

A noncustodial parent may request in writing that he or she be provided, for the
remainder of the school year, a copy of any written notice usually provided to a
parent related to his or her child® misconduct that may involve placement in a
disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP) or expulsion. See policy
FO(LEGAL) and the Student Code of Conduct.

Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment

Corporal punishmentd spanking or paddling the studentd may be used as a
discipline management technique in accordance with the Student Code of
Conduct and policy FO(LOCAL) in the district

If you do not want corporal punishment to be administered to your child as a
method of student discipline, please return the Corporal Punishment form
included in this handbook, or submit a written statement to the campus principal
stating this decision. A signed statement must be provided each year.

You may choose to revoke this request at any time during the year by providing a
signed statement to the campus principal. However, district personnel may
choose to use discipline methods other than corporal punishment even if the
parent requests that this method be used on the student.

School Safety Transfers
As a parent, you have a right:

e To request the transfer of your child to another classroom if your child has
been determined by the board or its designee to have been a victim of
bullying as the term is defined by Education Code 25.0341. Transportation is
not provided for a transfer 